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Mahajanapadas governed by ancient ruling clans formed the major divisions of India.
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Sites important to the life of the Buddha
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Sites of the Buddha's teaching, as described by the 7th-century pilgrim Hsiian-tsang
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After the Buddha’s Parinirvana, seven great Patriarchs propagated the Dharma.
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Sites of Asokan rock and pillar inscriptions
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Dharma emissaries at the time of Asoka (Sinhalese sources)
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After the Buddha's Parinirvana, early Sanghas established centers throughout India.
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WESTERN CAVE SITES

All the caves on this inset were excavated before the Chris-
tian era. Bhaja is the oldest of this group, dating to the third
century B.C.
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In Western India, magnificent temples carved from rock were flourishing Dharma centers.
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The great Buddhist universities supported Dharma transmission in Tibet.
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The last great Indian panditas sought refuge in Tibet and South India.
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